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Families Learning Conference

Thank you to all who attended the 2021 Families Learning Conference! If you were
a conference attendee, you have access to the recordings for 90 days after the end
of the conference, so be sure to check them out!

Special shout out to Kara Koski (Tate Topa), Willeen Benally (Cove Day), Joanne
Smith (Cove Day), Carol Whalen (Pine Ridge), Caroline Sekaquaptewa (Salt River),
and Amanda Evans (NCFL) for presenting as a part of the 2021 conference!

Finally, congratulations to Valerie Johnson,
the preschool co-teacher at Bread Springs.
Valerie, a former student, was the FACE
student speaker and opened the conference
on Tuesday, October 26th, along with NCFL
President, Dr. Felicia Cumings Smith; former
NCFL President, Sharon Darling; and Sue
Bement, FACE Director!

Bread Springs Day School I

Resources

The NCFL Recruitment & Retention Toolkit was developed to support your team as
you recruit and retain families. As shared in the Recruitment & Retention Webinar,
asset mapping is included as an engaging tool to support your team in this process.

You'll find strategies, tips, and ready-to-print resources throughout the toolkit.
Please reach out to your technical assistant with any questions as you and your
team check out this new resource! A copy of the toolkit is included in the email
containing this newsletter.
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Click on the photo above to watch the

webinar.
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Upcoming Events

FACE Webinar:

Focused Observations that
Support High Quality Preschool
Instruction

Friday, November 12th @

2 p.m. Eastern

FACE to FACE: Preschool and
Adult Education
Week of November 15th

FACE Webinar: Making
Programming Work
Friday, December 10th @
2 p.m. Eastern

FACE to FACE: Preschool and
Adult Education
Week of December 13th

If you were unable to attend the

webinar “Planning for Effective

Meetings,” a link to the recording

can be found here.



https://vimeo.com/599661160
https://vimeo.com/639186884

Site Spotlight

The Na’Neelzhiin Ji Olta’ FACE Program is celebrating the Hoop House (greenhouse) that was built to provide a unique
parent and child program to engage learning about traditional Navajo practices and values.

The Diné Food Sovereignty Alliance (DFSA) was started at our FACE site February 2, 2021 and it carried into this
school year with the farm—school project directed by Gloria Ann Begay. Adult education students participated
virtually, learning DFSA lessons from Ms. Begay. The master gardener/trainer is Tyrone Thompson. He did
some on-site training on composting, seedlings, watering, insulation, planting, etc. The groundbreaking
ceremony happened on September 20, 2021. Since then, the Hoop House was built and some winter plants
were planted by FACE staff, FACE parents, and school staff.

Want to see your site featured in the next FACE newsletter?
Email your story, photos, and media releases to your NCFL technical assistant or directly to

face@familieslearning.org!

-

Feel free to cut off the bottom portion of this page and share with parents via bulletin boards, etc.

Parent Engagement Ideas

Animal Walks!

Animal Walks are simple and fun exercises that encourage children to use their imagination to move their bodies in a
way similar to given animals. They are a fun way to get a quick dose of gross motor movement into your child’s play.
Gross motor skills are such an important part of the healthy development of children of all ages. They get kids moving
and active and allow them a much-needed release of energy. Many of these movements also develop core strength,
balance, and agility which are wonderful for helping children regulate their sensory needs.

Have fun with these Animal Walks!
e Kangaroo Jumps: Start in a standing position, put both feet together, and squat
down. Jump as high as you can using only your feet and no hands.
e Octopus Wiggles: Start in a seated position on the floor. Attempt to lift both legs
off the ground at the same time while wiggling your legs and arms.
e FrogJumps: Start in a squatted position. Place your hands on the floor in
between your knees. Using your feet, jump forward and land with your hands and feet on the ground.

Invite your child to think of other Animal Walks you can go on together.




Site Spotlight

The Wingate FACE Program had the opportunity to share program highlights with Mr. Tony Dearman, BIE Director, and
Mr. Eric North, Wingate Elementary School Principal, about Parent and Child Engagement and Parent Goal Setting on
October 20, 2021.

Mr. Dearman shared that he supports and advocates for the FACE Program in Washington, DC.

Mr. Dearman shared his personal reflection of the Parent Vision Boards on display in the classroom. What caught his
attention was the unique way the program enables parents to focus on their personal learning goals. This highlights
the unique parent and child involvement that the FACE programs promote from pregnancy to preschool and into the
third grade.

WINGATE FACE PROGRAM STAFF:

Mr. Tony Dearman, BIE Dirsctor
Bureau of Indian Education (BIE), | )
U.S. Department of the Interior.

Mr. Eric North, Principal

Wingats Elementary School M. Vordio Mortinez  Mra. BarnitaKing  Mra. Shauna Bonally  Mra. Carmalita John
Winaate FACE Program Coordinotor/Ad. €A, Parent Educator  Preachool Teacher  Co-Teacher

Site Spotlight

The FACE team at American Horse School in Allen, South Dakota has been hard at work designing safe spaces for
families and children in their program to gather in person. Following Tribal guidance, the support of their
administration, and excellent teamwork, the preschool classroom environment and instructional methods have been
reimagined with health and safety in mind.

e Clear acrylic dividers are being used during Small Group Time. Teachers and children can see one another
allowing teachers to observe and provide feedback that supports skill and concept development.

e Limiting the number of children in learning centers during Wonder-Work-Share Time provides children time
and opportunity to learn daily through play as well as develop relationships with their classmates.

e Designated spaces for teachers to engage one-on-one with children to support each child on their unique
learning journey.

e Providing devices and hotspots to families and integrating its use into weekly preschool, Parent Time and PACT
Time" lesson planning.

The FACE team continues to reflect on its program to ensure the families and children of the American Horse FACE
community are connected, safe, and ready to learn!




FACE Celebrations

Please join us in welcoming Wide Ruins Community School from Chambers, Arizona to the FACE Program!

Wide Ruins Community School was founded in 1930 and expanded in 1963. The school has since come a long
way from a school having one teacher with an assistant and a bus driver, to a Bureau of Indian Affairs school,
to—currently—a Tribal Grant School.

The school has a student population of 112 students from kindergarten through 6th grade. There are 45
students residing in the Residential Dorm. There are 42 staff members consisting of administration, teaching
staff, residential, kitchen, transportation, and facility.

Wide Ruins Community School consists of six instructional
buildings, a cafeteria, a residential dorm, an
administration building, transportation, and facility office.
The school serves students from Lupton, Houck, Sanders,
New Lands, Wide Ruins, and Klagetoh each year.

Photo from Wide Ruins Community School website.

Professional Development Opportunities

Mark your calendars for these exciting upcoming professional development opportunities! More information will be
shared out via email closer to the date.

FACE Webinar: Preschool Focused
e Friday, November 12th; 2:00-3:00 p.m. Eastern
e Focused Observations that Support High Quality Preschool Instruction

e Inthis webinar, we will explore the research around focused observations, examine strategies for
seamlessly integrating focused observations into your daily routine, and learn how these observations
can be used to support teachers in designing high-quality instruction that supports the continued growth
of all children.

FACE to FACE
e  Week of November 15th

e Preschool: This month will focus on the TS Gold assessment. Preschool TA’s will reach out to each site to
schedule a time for the meeting.

e Adult Education: Each site is invited to join their NCFL Adult Education TA along with other FACE sites in a
conversation around the “Adult Education Teacher Role in PACT Time.” We will review the roles and
responsibilities of the adult education teacher in PACT Time and how it can work in the virtual, hybrid,
and in-person space. We look forward to sharing with you and hearing from you about the innovative
practices you’ve put into place to support PACT Time in your role as the adult education teacher!

FACE Webinar: Team Focused
e Friday, December 10th; 2:00-3:00 p.m. Eastern
e Making Programming Work

e This webinar will focus on supporting programming as we transition between virtual, hybrid, and in-
person learning. How can we stay proactive in supporting change? What can we do to support families as
these transitions occur? Join us as we think through these questions and more!

FACE to FACE
e Week of December 13th

e It's time to celebrate! Join us for a fun-filled hour of relaxation and laughter as we wrap up the fall
semester. Preschool and Adult Education TA’s will reach out to each site to schedule a time for the
meeting.

Thank you for reading our November 2021 center-based FACE newsletter! Newsletters will be sent out via email at the beginning of every month.
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